
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House, U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy, Minority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer, Majority Leader, United States Senate
The Honorable Mitch McConnell, Minority Leader, United States Senate
The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader McCarthy, Majority Leader Schumer, and Minority Leader
McConnell

On behalf of the undersigned environmental justice groups, locality-based organizations, and
other Latino/a/x serving advocacy groups -- we write to urge public investment in electric vehicle
(EV) infrastructure for cars, SUVs, pick-up trucks, and other light-duty EVs that will effectively
address the inequitable access and other challenges faced by Latino/a/x and environmental
justice communities.

Today, we are at a critical nexus for clean transportation policy: EVs offer the potential to greatly
reduce air pollution from transportation and to transform our transportation landscape. Clean
and equitable transportation infrastructure offers huge potential to significantly improve health
and wellbeing for all people, with particular positive impact in Latino/a/x and other communities
of color who bear the brunt of emissions effects.

We are confident that you agree that expanding and equitizing access to EV infrastructure is
crucial to end dependence on Greenhouse gas (GHG) emitting vehicles, and vital for creating a
cleaner and more resilient future for all.

Therefore, we propose the following legislative actions:

Eradicate “charging deserts” by expanding and equitizing access to EV infrastructure.
Equity must be central to EV infrastructure planning and how underserved communities can
best be served. “Charging deserts” are a significant barrier to EV adoption. Policies requiring EV
chargers in new multifamily housing and that mandate better access to free or low-cost public
charging stations are crucial to eliminating charging deserts. We call for the development of
binding requirements for rolling out public charging stations across the US. Expanding access to
EV infrastructure is key for ending reliance on GHG emission vehicles and for enabling
Latino/a/x communities to take part and benefit as we transition toward an EV future for all.

https://energynews.us/2020/12/14/in-chicago-another-roadblock-for-would-be-ev-drivers-charging-deserts/
https://calmatters.org/commentary/my-turn/2021/02/update-green-building-codes-to-make-ev-charging-available-for-everyone/
https://calmatters.org/commentary/my-turn/2021/02/update-green-building-codes-to-make-ev-charging-available-for-everyone/


Establish new programs for purchasing EVs that enable them to become accessible and
available for all, including for buyers of used cars and people with less than stellar credit.
Today, the vast majority of purchase incentives for EVs are only applicable to new vehicles. This
excludes the majority of car buyers. (For example, in the state of Washington, new cars make
up fewer than 5% of registered vehicles every year.) While EVs are now approaching
comparable price to new gas-powered cars, they remain out of reach to most people.
Purchasing used EVs and plug-in hybrids can be a more economical alternative for consumers,
and aligning incentives to match that option would broaden access.

Lack of capital or access to credit products, tenuous legal immigration status, and other
socioeconomic challenges all contribute to mobility challenges for Latino/a/xs, especially in car
dependent communities. Even in car insurance rates, there are disparities: Latino/a/xs spend 26
percent more than non-Hispanic whites to insure a single vehicle, according to a study by the
Consumer Federation of America.

Create education and information campaigns about EVs and charging infrastructure.
Public education and information campaigns are integral to the successful adoption of EVs.
Evidence shows that many drivers in the U.S. are eager to transition to EVs and participate in a
clean energy economy. In a recent nationally representative consumer survey, 71 percent of
drivers surveyed said they were interested in getting an electric car. But 48 percent said that
lack of access to public charging infrastructure was holding them back, and 43 percent cited
vehicle cost as a disincentive. This Congress can support all consumers in making the best
choices for them by creating and sharing up-to-date information in accessible language (and in
multiple languages) on how to access EV charging infrastructure.

Each of these actions is crucial to equitize the transportation landscape, by improving access to
diverse modes of transportation and reducing pollution burdens for Latino/a/x communities.
Data shows that Latino/a/xs urgently want to see policy action in the realm of clean
transportation: 85 percent of Latino/a/x voters believe it is important to reduce smog and air
pollution and want to see government action on this issue.

We urge this Congress to consider the priorities outlined here as you fulfill your promises to
address environmental injustice, and look forward to working with you to create cleaner,
stronger transportation futures for Latino/a/x and all communities.

Sincerely,

[list of co-signing organizations appended on next page]

https://www.autosinnovate.org/resources/insights/wa
https://consumerfed.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Auto-Insurance-Disparate-Racial-Impacts_Report.pdf
https://www.consumerreports.org/hybrids-evs/cr-survey-shows-strong-interest-in-evs/
https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/content/latinos_and_climate_change_factsheet_0317_refresh.pdf
https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/content/latinos_and_climate_change_factsheet_0317_refresh.pdf


SIGNERS AS OF AUGUST 18, 2021

Latino/a/x serving organizations:

EcoRise
EVHybridNoire
League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)
MANA, A National Latina Organization
Mother's for Safe Air, Safe Drinking Water
National Consumer Law Center (on behalf of our low-income clients)
Poder Latinx
Southwest Energy Efficiency Project

Allied organizations signing in solidarity:

CA Businesses for a Livable Climate
Call to Action Colorado
CatholicNetwork
Center for Biological Diversity
Citizens' Climate Lobby
CleanAirNowKC
Clean Energy Action
CO Businesses for a Livable Climate
Coltura
Cottonwood Institute
Earth Action
Earthjustice
EcoRise
Generation180
Greenpeace USA
I-70/Vasquez Blvd. Superfund CAG (CO)
Interfaith Power & Light
Jean-Michel Cousteau's Ocean Futures Society
Montbello Neighborhood Improvement Association
North American Climate, Conservation and Environment(NACCE)
North Range Concerned Citizens
Pacific Environment
RapidShift Network
Regenerative Solutions
Renewal of Life Trust
Resource Renewal Institute



Respiratory Health Association
Revitalization Strategies
Rocky Mountain Institute
Sierra Club
Small Business Alliance
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy
Spirit of the Sun
The Green House Connection Center
The Last Plastic Straw
Unite North Metro Denver
Union of Concerned Scientists
US Businesses for a Livable Climate
Virginia Organizing
Vote Solar
Wall of Women


